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Career To Date 
I decided to stay on at school after my GCSEs and took my 
A-Levels at MacMillan Academy. I quickly learned that academic 
study wasn’t really for me and I was much more interested in 
practical learning, specifically in engineering. I completed my 
A-Levels but knew I wanted to move into engineering afterwards. 

At the time I did worry there was a stigma around girls working in 
the engineering sector, but I quickly learned to follow my passion. 
I applied to both universities and local companies for engineering-
based training after my A-Levels. I was keen to experience 
university but also wanted the practical skills an apprenticeship 
and work-based training could bring. I found the SABIC 
Apprenticeship on a government website, made my application 
and was very glad to be accepted.

The SABIC Apprenticeship combines one year at TTE and two 
years on-site at SABIC. I have already completed my year at TTE, 
and work shifts at SABIC now, building up my experience. As an 
apprentice, I am always accompanied by qualified colleagues at 
the plant, but my daily tasks involve maintaining standards and 
ensuring everything is running right, to safeguard the processes  
of the chemical plant. 

Working at SABIC has been fantastic, they’re a great company 
who are supporting me throughout my studies. They are also 
sponsoring me through my HNC in Chemical Engineering, which 
involves studying at College once a week.

My year at TTE provided the foundation skills for my career. I 
spent five days a week in classroom and practical based lessons, 
with training on the chemical process plant and control room, 
as well as the classroom. My group was made up of people of all 
backgrounds, with apprentices from many different companies 
coming together. The trainers are particularly supportive and the 
study programme is structured in a clear and progressive way, 
ensuring classroom sessions match up with the practical learning. 
Similar facilities at TTE helped me to build my confidence at 
SABIC, as I recognised many of the plant instrumentations, even if 
they were on a much larger scale.

I am excited to further my career, complete my HNC in Chemical 
Engineering and hopefully secure a full-time role as a Process 
Technician at SABIC. My long-term goal is to broaden my 
knowledge of the chemical plant with the aim of achieving a 
management role within the company.

“Don’t be scared about 
applying for a traditionally 
male orientated role, take the 
chance and do something 
you know you’ll enjoy!”

TTE has given me the 
engineering foundation skills 
needed to feel confident 
on the chemical plant, as I 
carry out my daily tasks at 
work. They have been really 
supportive in helping me 
achieve my career goals.”
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