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Career To Date 
Joanna started her laboratory technician 
apprenticeship at Liberty Powder Metals in March 2021 
having already completed a degree in Crime Scene 
Science at Teesside University. She decided an 
apprenticeship would be a terrific way to gain 
knowledge whilst also building experience in the 
working world.

Her primary role is to evaluate samples of the powders 
that are produced using the on-site atomiser, looking 
at particle size analysis using sieves, to chemical 
analysis using oxygen, nitrogen, carbon, and sulphur 
analysers. She is also involved in trials of new testing 
procedures which she really enjoys because she 
knows that she is playing her part in progressing the 
work that the company does.

We recently spoke to Joanna about how she is finding 
her apprenticeship at TTE, she said “ I saw the 
apprenticeship advertised online and it looked like a 
really interesting opportunity for me so I applied. Up 
to now, I have really enjoyed all aspects of my 
apprenticeship. It has been interesting learning the 
skills needed to carry out everyday tasks whilst at 
work as well as learning the background knowledge 
needed to work safely in a range of different 
laboratory environments whilst at TTE.

“The teaching at TTE is very varied with a mixture 
of practical and classroom work. I have completed 
assignments, a practical exam and a written exam as 
part of the technical skills certificate, which I was able 
to do as a result of good support from the tutors who 
are engaging and always ready to help in person and 
over email correspondence. 

Jamie Hunter has helped me a lot in being able to 
progress through the necessary documents that are 
needed to be completed in order to build my portfolio 
for the end point of my apprenticeship. I also receive a 
lot of support from my employers who have given me 
the necessary training to be able to do my job as well 
as offer advice on any aspects of my apprenticeship if 
I ever have any questions.

“I would recommend an 
apprenticeship because you 
get hands on experience 
whilst building career 
connections in the field 
that you are working in and 
you also get the technical 
knowledge needed to work 
in a range of laboratories 
should your career path 
change in the future.”
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“The course will obviously give me the qualifications 
such as the NVQ and the technical skills certificate 
which I am sure would be appealing to any future 
employers but I will also have gained a lot of practical 
experience from the day-to-day work that I complete 
which I know is just as important. I think a lot of people 
think that apprentices only do menial work within a 
company for a long time whereas I feel that I was 
entrusted with a lot of tasks as soon as I had the 
relevant training. It makes you feel that you are a valued 
member of the team.

"My employer, Liberty Powder Metals Ltd, have given 
me all of the training needed to carry out the relevant 
testing in the lab I am working in. They have also paid 
for me to have external training to use the 3D printer 
and for me to be a deputy radiation protection 
supervisor which has given me confidence in their belief 
of my abilities. 

The training that I have been given and the level of the 
work that I complete at Liberty Powder Metals will 
hopefully have given the company confidence in 
progressing my employment and my role within the 
company. I have been told that once I have completed 
my apprenticeship, I will be given a full-time role within 
the company.

To find out more about the Laboratory Technician 
Apprenticeship Joanna is currently completing, 
please click here.
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